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INTRODUCTION 


“IN TRACING the genealogical record of the Gaskill family in America, several 


facts must be given consideration. 


The present form of the name, Gaskill or Gaskell, derives from 
Gascoigne and is fairly well known in the north of England. In all prob- 
ability, its origin was French, and, in England, dates so far back as 
William the Conqueror. In general, the English families of this name, in 
modern days, are members of the minor gentry. In the absence of any cred- 
ible proof to the contrary, any more distinguished connection should be 


w 


attributed to the efforts of professional genealogists to "sell" a coat of 


arms to some socially aspiring American family of this name or one of its 


derivatives. Wo such proof has been forthcoming as yet, so far as these 
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compilers know. And it has not been found possible to establish a definite 


connection between the vrogenitor in America and any specific Englisn family. 


In America, the name appears first in the records of the town of 
Salem, in the colony of Massachusetts Bay, in 1636. It is there written 
"Gaskoyne". It then becomes, at the whim of the scribe, Gaskill, Gaskin, 
Gaskile, Gaskitt, without regard for time, place, or person. The early 
members of the family in this country could not write their names nor spell 
them out to the recorder, who put it down as it sounded to him or as he 
thought it ought to be. 


So far as New England is concerned, the identity of family rela- 
tionship is preserved by the fact that all the Gaskill families in that 
territory derive from a common ancestor. This identity of relaticnship 
is not to be assumed elsewhere, however. Two Gaskill lines in New Jersey 
are direct descendants from the New England progenitor. In his ST eS 
Burlington County, Woodward states that a Job Gaskill came to New, ae: reey Oy 
direct frcem England, but cites no authority. He settled in Springfiela 


ang 
Township, and Jobstown takes its name from him. These three sources ‘are AS 
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as 
the trunks of the femily tree for the residents of New Jersey who bear--—" 


this name. 
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The genealogist who works on this family name outside New Jersey or 
New England must be prepared for other direct migrations, some at a later 
date, from England, which are apparently not connected with the New England 
family in any known way. Thus "Savil Gaskoyne, Gent.” was a passenger to 
Virginia in the merchant vessel "Hope", Hugh Weston, Master, July 27, 1635. 
It is probable that the Major Gaskill who served on General Washington's 
staff at Yorktown was a descendant from him. One Lawrence Gaskill, aged 24, 
a stonemason from Yorkshire, England, was a passenger to Maryland, January 
15, 1774, as an indentured servant. This means only that, not having the 
financial ability to pay for his passage, he sold his labor for a period 
of time, to some employer. Finally, under the will of his master, dated 
September 26, 1689, William Gaskin, then a resident of Gloucester County, 
New Jersey, received a legacy. He was probably an indentured servant also. 


There is no record of descendants from him, though the possibility exists. 


This survey would be incomplete without reference to the Penn- 
Gaskell family of Philadelphia, in order that there may be no confusion 


with this wholly different line. 


William Penn, the founder of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania, had a 
daughter Letitia, who married William Aubrey, August 20, 1702. She resided 
in England, and by her will she devised the American estate which had come 
to her from her father to her nephew, William Penn, for life, and after his 
death to his daughter, Christiana Guliema. The latter married Peter Gaskell 
of Bath, England. He was probably related to the Gaskell family of Lanca- 
shire, aS a similarity in the coats of arms of both is readily apparent. 
The home of some of Peter Gaskell's ancestors, it has been said, was at 
Macclesfield, Cheshire. Peter Gaskell died in 1785, and his son came to 
America the same year. The Penn family having died out in the direct line, 
‘py order of court this Gaskell family was authorized to prefix "Penn" to 


their name. 


Consequently, except as to the name in New England, genealogical 
research must assume diversity of origin among the several families until 
the contrary is proven by an established connection. This difficulty is 
troublesome in New Jersey but becomes a baffling problem in the South and 
Middle West, where not only direct migrations, but removals from the North 


and East, present insuperable obstacles to the researcher. 
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The present compilation is primarily concerned with that branch of 
the Gaskill line which is centered in Burlington County, New Jersey, and 
which traces its descent through the male line from the New England pro- 
genitor. It does not include any reference to the collateral branch of the 
family which derives from Josiah Gaskill nor to the descendants of Job 
Gaskill. It is necessarily incomplete, for the records of the third and 


fourth generations in New Jersey are hopelessly confused with both the 


“other two lines. Friends Meeting minutes are incomplete; wills and deeds 


are missing also, largely because no one took the troubie to record them; 


and the confusion of names is hopeless. 


Thomas L. Gaskill 
Nelson B. Gaskill 
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FIRS? GENERATION IN AMERICA 


1. EDWARD GASKOYNE 


b. 1603 or 1604, somewhere in the North of England. 
d. about 1690, in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 


m. Sarah 

De s 

d. about 1691, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

Children: 
2. Preserved, baptized 7-6m-1639, at First Church, Salen. 
3. Samuel, " 7-6m-1639, " " 1 " 
4. Danyell, 4 10-8m-1640, " " " " 
5 Sara, x 15-3m-1643, " " " " 
6. Hanna, w l-im-1646, " " " " 
7. Edward, " 30-2m-1648, " n n 1 
There is no record of the birth of these children. The baptismal 


dates are from the records of First Congregational Church of Salem as they 


are collected in Salem Vital Statistics, "Births". 


There is no record of the marriage of Edward and Sarah Gaskoyne. 
The first two children were baptized on the same day, three years after 
Edward was settlea at Salem. Superficially, this would seem to indicate 
that the marriage took place in America; that Edward had come cut to Saieu 
as a bachelor; and so soon as he was established, married, probadly within 
the year after his arrival. The baptisms probably followed shortly after 
birth. The subsequent intimacy with the Southwick family in Salem would 
" seem to indicate the possibility that Sarah Gaskoyne was by birth a member 
of that family. 
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THE PROGENITOR -- EDWARD GASKOYNE 


In the records of the Town of Saiem, in the Colony of Massachusetts 
Bay, for the year 1636, appears the name of Edward Geskoyne as the recipient 
of a grant of land. This was the usual concession made to an accepted 
settler by the Colony. But when Edward had come to Salem or whence he caue 


or how he came, there is no record. 


His name does not appear in any known list of passengers from 01d 
England to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Disappointing as this is, it 
signifies nothing, for the fact is not uncommon. Actually, less than a 
third of the English emigrants to America of this period can be directly 
connected with a specific vessel and arrival date. While it was necessary 
under contemporaneous laws of England that emigrant passenger lists be made 
and checked as to permission to sail, there was no requirement that the 
lists be preserved. And many of them disappeared in the course of time. 
There was also a considerable surreptitious traffic in emigrants of which, 


naturally, there is no record. 


Of the place of birth of Edward Gaskoyne, nothing is known though 
vague clues point to Yorkshire or Lancashire. As will appear later, the 
date was some time in 1603 or 1604. And nothing is known of his early life, 
nor does it appear why he came out to the new world. That he had not deen 
particularly interested in matters of religion or involved in religious 
controversy in the old country seems to follow from the fact that he did 
not become a member of the established church in Salem, the celebrated 
First Congregational Church, until 1646, at which time he had been for at 
least ten years a resident of the Colony without religious affiliations. 
And this condition had continued despite his consequent disqualification 
from participation in religious and civic affairs, as no one could beccme 
a “freeman" cf Salem and be entitled to vote or to hold any religious or 


political office, without church membership. 


Edward was a shipwright and as a skilled workman it is quite poss- 
ible that the inducements which were made to his type of craftsman by the 
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English Company, and his own desire to better himself, were the causes of 
his migration. At any rate, there is no known record of religious persecu- 
tion or civil prosecution behind him, and, consequently, some strong impulse 
of self-interest must have been responsible for the presence of Edward in 


Salen. 


Edward's wife's name was Sarah, but beyond that fact practically 
nothing is known of her. It is very likely that she was related to either 
Lawrence or Cassandra Southwick, also of Salem, for there was a marked and 
continuing intimacy between the two families which points to a connection 
unusually close for those not related by some definite tie of blood cr or 
marriage. Sarah joined First Church with them in 1639 and, in addition to 
the marriage of Edward's son Samuel with Provided Southwick (the daughter 
of Lawrence and Cassandra), Josiah Southwick, a grandson, went with Edvard's 
grandson, Edward, to New Jersey. And the two family names constantly recur 


together in the Salem and Essex County records. 


Edward Gaskoyne was, as has been said, a shipwright, cr ship car- 
penter, and apparently worked as an employee of Richard Hollingworth, who 
came to Salem in 1635. He may have brought Edward with him or have been 
responsible for his coming. Hollingworth obtained a grant of land on what 
was known as "Salem Neck" and established a shipyard where, in 1641, he 
built a ship of 300 tons. (Sketch of Salem, Osgood, p. 211.) It would seem 
that Edward continued to work for Hollingworth until the latter's death, 
for Edward brought an action of debt against the estate of Richard Holling- 


worth, on March 27, 1654, apparently for work done on a vessel. 
The meagre record of this suit is as follows: 


kth Mo. 1654. Edward Gasgoine plan® aga’ Capt. Wm. Hawtho [record 
torn] and Thomas Wilkes, AdministratorS to estate of Rich [torn] Hol- 
lingworth deffena*S in an action of debt of £31-10s for work done. 
Jury finds for ye pltf £3)-10s damages & lls-6p Cost Court. 


_Office of clerk of Essex County, County Court records, 
Volume 3, p. 73. 


In 1659, however, the General Court issued an order permitting 
Edward Gaskoyne to build shipping. (New England Historical and Genealog- 
ical Register, Vol. 25, p. 18, citing Annals of Salem, Felt, p, 179.) And 
from this’ time on until he divested himself of the business, Edward was 
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master of his own shipyard. There is, unfortunately, no preserved record 
of his activities in this field. 


In addition to the first grant in 1636, Edward received a second 
grant of a smaller parcel of land in 1637, and, at a still later date, an 
additional grant of ten acres. These were in the "common" lands and the 
grant conferred the use only, not the title. But apart from these temporary 


estates, Edward was a landowner in his own right. 


In 1658 Edward purchased of Henry Philps (sic) about ten ecres "in 
ye north neck" in Salem (Essex Registry of Deeds, Book 1, 48), and on the 
2end of April, 1659, he acquired from Ralph Tompkins a dwelling house and 


about one and one half acres of land "in ye Township of Salem, neere the 


tide mill" and "neere unto Strongwater brook, soe called". By deed dated 
"19 Toer, 1659", Edward conveyed to John Williams a dwelling house with 
outhouses, orchard, fences, etc., and twenty acres of land, on the North 
River "above the mill". (Essex Registry of Deeds, Book 1, 72.) Again, 

13th May, 1685, Edward conveyed to Samuel Woodwell about twenty-two and a 
half poles of land "with a row of apple trees and other fruit trees thereon". 
(Ibid., 7-29.) Both Edward and Sarah customarily made their marks on these 


instruments, indicating an inability to write their names. 


As Edward prospered, as he seems to have done, and became an estab- 
lished figure in the industrial life of Salem, the asperities of youth, 
with whatever differences had kept him apart from church membership, appar- 
ently feil away, so that in 1646 he joined First Church, thereby making 
himself at one with the religious life of the community as he was alreacy 
a not inconsiderable figure in its industrial life. It is possible also 
that it had become necessary for one so prominent as he was to ally himself 
openly with the established church because, by that time, the antagonisms 
stirred up by the Quakers and the determination of the authorities to sup- 
press them were making a sharp division in the civic body. Just how sharply 
defined was this division and how clear-cut the cleavage between the estab- 
lished church, with its claim to civic government as well as in matters 
religious, and the rebels against both forms cf government -- as the 
Quakers were then conceived to be -- is illustrated in the next generation, 
when brother testified against brother in the matter of religious ortho- 
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A summons was issued 10m-9-1660, by Salem Quarterly Court, against 
"Samuel Gaskin" and others "for assembling themselves at a Quaker meeting 
upon the Lord's day". The prosecuting witnesses were Edward Gaskin and 
John Bly. Again, 2m-7-1661, a number of persons were fined for absenting 
themselves from "the public ordinances on the Lord's day, from June to 
November", and a witness fee was allowed to Edward Gaskin. The same ellow- 
ance was made for a smiliar service, May 23, 1661. It is not a pretty 
picture, but it is the strongest possible evidence as to the bitterness cf 
the controversy and the severity with which the dissenters were judged both 


publicly and privately. 


There is no definite record of the date of Edward's death nor of 
his age when he died. In his History of Salem, Perley states, but without 
reference to his authority, that Edward was born in 1603. (History of 
Salem, 1, 391.) In a document verified by him, 22d of 3d month, 1671, 
Edward declared that he was then 70 years old. (Essex Registry of Deeds, 
Book 6, 35.) This would fix 1603 or 1604 as the date of his birth, and 
this document may have been Perley's authority. By deed dated July 20, 
1690, Edward conveyed to bis son-in-law, John Lambert, all his property 
upon the condition that Lambert support Edward and his wife for the rest 
of their lives. It is reasonable to assume that Edward died sometime in 
that or the next year, for so decisive an action would hardly be taken 


before it was made necessary by Edward's condition of health. 


It appears that Edward's wife survived him, but there is no record 


of the date of her death. The grave of neither one has been located. 
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SECOND GENERATION IN AMERICA 


Being the Children of Edward and Sarah Gaskoyne 


of Salem, Mass. 


2. PRESERVED GASKILL (LAMBERT) 
3. SAMUEL GASKILL 

4, DANYELL GASKILL 

5. SARA GASKILL (JOY) 

6. HANNA GASKILL 

7. EDWARD GASKILL 


2. PRESERVED GASKILL (LAMBERT) 


baptized 7-6m-1639, at First Church, Salem. 
d. after 1711, at Salem. 
Me » John Lambert, of Salem, Mariner. 


Children: 


See "History of the Lambert Family" by H. W. Belknep. Historical 
Collections of the Essex Institute, V, LIV. 


The name "Preserved" speaks eloquently of the perils of an ocean 
voyage and of gratitude for a safe deliverance. This daughter was the 
firstborn child of Edward and Sarah Gaskoyne and was baptized at First 
Church together with her younger brother so soon as Sarah was admitted to 
membership. It may be assumed, therefore, that Preserved was born at Salem 
in the latter part of 1637 or early in 1638. There is no record of the 


date or place. 


Nothing is known of her except the fact that she married John 
Lambert, a mariner and fisherman, of Salem. There is no record cf the 
date of the marriage nor of the date of her death. The records in the 
Essex County Registry of Deeds show that in or sometime prior to 1660, 
his father-in-law, Edward Gaskoyne of Salem, ship carpenter, had conveyed 
land to John Lambert of Salem, seaman; and Lambert conveyed a part of this 
land to John Loomis on January 28, 1660. And for a consideration of £25, 
he reconveyed the remainder to his father-in-law on the same day. This was 
evidently something in the nature of a mortgage rather than a deed in fee 


simple, for delivery of possession was not to occur until the 8th of April 
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following, until which time Lambert was "to stand ye adventure of said 


house in case of any casualty by fire." 


In the records of the Court of Assistants of Massachusetts Bay, 
Vol. 1, p. 241, an entry under date of November 12, 1683, shows that Williem 
Johnson with other so-called “pirates” was tried and acquitted of attack on 
"a certain Catch [ketch] belonging to the port of Salem, John Lamberti, 
Master." 


On July 20, 1690, "Edward.Gaskin, Sen* of Salem, being very sick 
and weake, in consideration of fatherly love to his son in law, John Len- 
bert, in Salem, Sen™" conveyed "all my now dwelling house in Salem, money, 
Plates, Jewells, rings, debts [accounts receivable?], household stuff, 
apparell, etc" to John Lambert. "And in consideration of the above written 
deed of gift, I, the said John Lambert, engage to maintain my father ana 
mother in law, Edward and Sara Gaskin, during life and to bury them cred- 
ibly". (Essex Deeds, Book 8, p. 166.) This indicates that at some previous 
date Edward had divested himself of his shipyard and shipbuilding tusiness, 


to whom does not appear. 


Not much is known of John Lambert. He came of a seafaring family 
and his life was spent in pursuit of that calling. He was lost at sea in 
the winter of 1710-1711. According to his deposition made in November, 
1677, he was born about 1629, and consequently was about 60 years old at 
the time of his death. Preserved, his widow, was then about 72 years of 
age and had ten children to care for or to care for her. (History of Salen, 
Perley, 2, 236.) It is doubtful if, at her advanced age, Preserved sur- 


vived her husband for more than a brief period. 


One of the children of John and Preserved came under the gravest 
misfortune, which must have been a sore trial to his parents. John Lambert 
Jr. was one of a crew who were tried, condemned, and executed for piracy, 
June 30, 170i. This procedure was subsequently characterized by Judge 
Samuel Sewell as "a judicial murder". 


3. SAMUEL GASKILL 


baptized 7-6m-1639, at First Church, Salem. 
d. after October 6, 1720, at Salem. 
™. 30-10m-1662, Provided Southwick, at Salem. 
She b. October , 1641, at Salen. 

4, 4-12m-1727-28, at Salem. 
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_ Children: 
8. Samuel, be 23-1lm-1663. 
9. Edward, b. October 23, 1667. 


10. Hana, b. 2=1m-1669. 

11. Provided, b. 22-4m-1672. | 22 
12. Sarath, b. 6-9m-1676. . 

13. Mary, b. 1-8m-1676. 


14 ® Jos iah, b e 11-7m-1678 e 


The dates recorded in this list are from Salem Vital Statistics, 
which are compiled from original records but which are not always accurate. 
There are errors which are apparent and, of course, hidden errors also. 
There is evidently an error as to either Sarath or Mary, since they could 
not have been born a month apart in the same year. The compiler or the 
Vital Statistics notes the error, which evidently occurs in the original 
records. As to the date of the marriage of Samuel Gaskill and Provided 
Southwick, Perley gives December 30, 1662, but cites no authority. (History 
of Salem, 1, 391.) The earlier date given in the Vital Statistics may heave 


been a declaration of intention in accordance with Quaker discipline. 


There is no record of the death of Samuel. In the will of nis son, 
Samuel, reference is made to the care of his “aged mother, Provided Gas- 
kill." This will is dated September 1, 1725, and from the fact that no 
reference is made to the father, it is evident that his death had occurred 
previously. Provided died 1ém-4-1727-28, thus outliving both her husband 
and her, oldest son. Samuel seems to have been the only member of the Gas- 
koyne family who came into conflict with the constituted authorities because 
of his conviction of the Friends testimony. It seems quite likely that 
Samuel came under the influence of the Southwick family, who were staunch 
Quakers, through his attachment to Provided Southwick, and that that was 
the cause of his separation from them, not only in the matter of religion 
but in all other ways as well. For not only did his parents turn to their 
Oldest daughter and her husband rather than to their oldest son, in their 
old age, but the younger brother, Edward, was active in assisting in the 


persecutions which Samuel had to endure. 


But Samuel endured. In Sewell's History of the Friends, his name is 


closely associated with the Southwicks and others, among those who suffered 
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Place in the history of the persecution, for it was she, together with her 


for conscience’ sake. His wife, Provided Southwick, has a conspicuous 


brother, Daniel, who was condemned to be sold into slavery in the Barbadoes 
or Virginia, in default of the payment of fines for absence from the ser-~ 
vices of the established church. A succession of unfavorable winds kept 
all vessels in harbor until the superstitious captains refused to take her 
and her brother on board, fearing that the hand of God was against them. 
This event furnished the subject for Whittier's "Ballad of Cassandra South- 
wick", in which the poet used the mother's name instead of that of the 


daughter, probably for reasons of its greater poetical value. 


Not much else is known of Samuel and Provided Gaskill. They suf- 
fered cruelly but they lived to see the persecution turned away so that the 
Friends could meet in unity and undisturbed. Samuel, with Daniel and Jcsiah 
Southwick, was trustee for Salem Monthly Meeting in the conveyance to them 
of the first Meeting House and lands, October 13, 1690. On October 3, 1716, 
this Meeting House was ordered to be’sold, and the deed was executed by 
Daniel Southwick, Samuel Gascoyne, Caleb Buffum, and Samuel Collins, as 


surviving trustees, on November 18, 1718. Samuel was then 79 years old. 


4, DANYELL GASKILL 


baptized 10-8m-1640, at First Church, Salem. 
d. 
Mm. 


We have found no other trace of Danyell, and suspect an early death. 


5. SARAH GASKILL JOY 


baptized 14-3m-1643, at First Church, Salem. 
d. 
m. May 24, 1661, Peter Joy, of Salem, seaman. 


Peter Joy was a seafaring man, and, apparently, addicted to the 
liberal use of "strong waters". This got him in trouble constantly, as the 
records of the Salem Quarterly Court bear witness. 6-9m-1668, "Peeter Jcy" 
was fined 10s for swearing and 20s for drunkenness. He was in real trouble, 
8=-7m-1668, because he was very drunk and evidently desiring some place to 
sleep it off, broke into the soap house of Steeven Hasket, emphasizing his 
offence by "cursing and swearing". In November of that year, an execution 
was issued against him to satisfy a judgment. The marshal could not find 
Peeter, but the Court ordered Mihil Coomes not to carry him to sea until 


the judgment was satisfied. Another writ for debt was issued against him, 
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6-4m-1669. In June of 1673, he was fined for drunkenness; in November of 
that year he was sued for debt; and before the year was out, he wes "dis- 
guised with drink". Shortly before 5-l2m-1677, came a day to be celebrated 


for some reason. Peeter and two men and a woman were found drinking 


together and creating an uproar, with fighting and cursing. This brought 

a "tithing man" to the scene. As there were too many for him to handle 
alone and as Peeter seemed less drunk than the others, the tithing man 

- sOught Peeter's help in subduing the fracas. This effort at conscription 
was indignantly and profanely rejected, which seems to have been the crown- 
ing offence and figured prominently in the list of punishments which fol- 


lowed. It is to be feared that Peeter was not a model character. 


He and Sarah had six children, but how they managed to get along 


is a problem which the compilers have made no effort to solve. 


6. HANNA GASKILL 


baptized 2-lm-1646, at First Church, Salem. 
d. 
Mm. 


We have found no other record of Hanna. Again, we suspect an early 


death. Hanna and Danyell are the only complete disappearances. 


7. EDWARD GASKILL 


baptized 30-2m-1648, at First Church, Salem. 
d. sometime prior to December 16, 1717, at Salem. 
m. 


Children: 
15. Samuel, db. 


In a declaration made by Daniel Southwick on December 16, 1717, he 
refers to Edward Gaskill as a "husbandman" who was not then living. (Essex 
Registry of Deeds, Book 32, p. 254.) It has been related that Edward re- 
mained faithful to First Church. This is established by the following 
record. In 1686, a petition was presented to the Salem Quarterly Court, 
setting out the necessity for another "meeting house" since the present one 
"will not Containe above two thirds of us w°} any Convenience y® which is 
made y© generall plea for abstayning from y© publicke worship of God whereby 
y© Sabath is greatly profaned." A dissenting petition was filed, among the 
Signers of which was Edward Gaskin. 
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THIRD GENERATION IN AMERICA 


Being the Children of 


SAMUEL and PROVIDED (SOUTHWICK) GASKILL. 


8. 

9. 
10. 
ll. 
le. 
13. 
1h. 


Samuel. 
Edward. 
Hana. 
Provided. 
Sarath. 
Mary. 


Josiah. 


DANYELL GASKILL. No descendants are known. 


SARAH GASKILL JOY. This line has not been explored. 


HANNA GASKILL. No descendants are known. 


EDWARD GASKILL. 
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8. SAMUEL GASKILL 


b. 23-1lm-1663, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
d. between September 1 and October 22, 1725, at Salem. 
Me » 1685, Bethiah Gardner of Salem. 
She baptized 20-1m-1654, at First Church, Salem. 
d. after October 22, 1725, at Salem. 


Children: 
16. Bethiah, b. 8-3m-1686. 
17. Samuel, 0b. 28-7m-1687. 
18. Patience, b. 9-7m-1689. 
19. Ebenezer, b. 23-6m-1691. 
20. Bethiah, b. 20-4m-1694. 
21. Nathan, 0b. 26-11m-1696. 
22. Jonathan, b. 26-11m-1698. 
23. Provided, b. 26-11lm-1700. 
2k. Mary, b. 2e-em-1703. 
25. Content, b. after 1707. 
26. Sarah, b. after 1707. 
27. Hannah, ob. 6-10m-1709. 


It is noteworthy that none of the Progenitor'’s children or grand- 
children, so far as the record shows, followed his trade of shipbuilding. 
It is more than likely that the rewards of husbandry were greater even 
under the primitive conditions which then governed. Samuel, who was called 
Junior to distinguish him from his father, who was Samuel, Senior, followed 
in his father's footsteps and apparently upon land that, in part at least, 


he had acquired from his father. 


9. EDWARD GASKILL 


b. October 23, 1667, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

d. about 1748, at Northampton Township, Burlington County, Province of 
West New Jersey. 

m. April 10, 1693, Hannah Endecott of Salem, at Salem. 


She d. » Northampton Township, Burlington County, Province of 
West New Jersey. 
Children: 
28. Joseph, b. 1695. 


29. Zorubbabel, b. 1696. 
30. Provided, b. 1700. 
31. Samuel, b. 1703. 
32. Hannah, b. 1705. 
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33. Edward, b. 1706. 
34. Benjamin, »b. after 1709. 
35. Ebenezer, ob. after 1709. 


10. HANA GASKILL 


b. lm-2-1669, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
de 
m. George Smith, of Salem, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 


Children: 
George. 4 
Hana is identified by reference in a deed which Samuel Gaskill, 

Sen. and Provided, his wife, executed under date of March 8, 1700. (Essex 
Registry of Deeds, Book 1, p. 95.) It recites that in consideration of 
"good love and natural affection which I have for my sonne in law, George 
Smith of same place, joiner, and Hannah, his wife", Samuel conveys to George 
Smith and wife Hannah, and after their decease to their "sonne George” about 
one acre of land in the North Field at Salem. No effort has been made to 


explore this line. 


11. PROVIDED GASKILL 


b. 4m-22-1672, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
d. lOm-4-1727, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 


No further information concerning Provided seems to be available. 


le. SARATH GASKILL 


b. 9m-6-1676, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
ad. 8m-3-1689, at Lynn, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 


There is no further record of this thirteen-year-old child. 


13. MARY GASKILL 


b. &m-1-1676 (7), at Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
d. 
m. 9m-23-1703, Caleb Buffum Jr., of Salem. 


As has been noted, there is evidently an error in the record of the 
birth of Sarath or of Mary. They could not have been born a month apart in 
the same year. 


Under date of 23d September, 1720, Samuel Gaskill, Sen. and his 
wife, Provided, "for natural affection they bear to their daughter, Mary 
Buffum, wife of Caleb Buffum, of Salem, ships carpenter", conveyed to Mary 
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a life interest in one acre of land in the North Field, with a reversion to 
her daughter, Mary. (Essex Registry of Deeds, Book 37, p. 156.) 


This recital possibly indicates that the shipyard which Edward 
Gaskill operated during the better part of his lifetime had continued as 


@ going concern and had come into the possession of the husband of Edward's 
granddaughter. 


No effort has been made to explore this line. 


14. 


. AUR ER 


awe 68 
ee eee ra 


15 


EDWARD GASKILL 


Farmer and Pioneer Industrialist 


Edward was born, as has been noted, at Salem, Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, October 23, 1667. The date of his death is not known, but probably 
it occurred not long after 1748, at which time he conveyed to his son Zorub- 
babel what seems to have been the last of his farm lands. He made no will, 
but disposed of all his estate by a series of deeds. It is curious that 
there is no mention of Edward in the minutes of either the Burlington or 
Mount Holly Monthly Meetings. While the reception of Hannah, his wife, on 
certificate from Salem Monthly Meeting was duly entered in the minutes of 
the Burlington Womens' Meeting, no corresponding mention of Edward appears 
in the records of the Mens' Meeting. However, this probably means ncthing 
more than that the Clerk of the Womens' Meeting was more careful in her 


record-keeping than her opposite number on the Mens' side. 


Hannah Endecott was the daughter of Zorubbabel Endecott, who was 
the son of the famous Governor, John Endecott, by his first wife. She was 
but 17 years old when she married Edward Gaskill, and he was 26. It is 
doubtful that either of them could have anticipated the transition which 
the future held in store for them. The first five years of her married 
life were passed at Salem and apparently were the pattern for the year's 
which were to follow, but there was that stirring in the mind of her hus- 
band which demanded change of scene, change of outlook; something of the 
restlessness, possibly, which had brought his grandfather from the old 
world to the new. So in November, 1698, she and Edward left Salem with 
all its associations and memories, and set out on a journey to the banks 
of the Delaware, far to the South. 


Following the Fenwick settlement at Salem in West New Jersey -- 
which, in turn, was followed by that at Burlington in the same Province, 
and both by the settlement at Philadelphia in Pennsylvania -- there was a 
veritable flood of real estave propaganda carried on by those who owned 
land in these new settlements. Emphasis was laid on the fertility of the 
soil, the abundance of water, the mild climate, and above all, on the rights 
of self-government which had been bestowed on this territory by the English 
Crown. Settlers were drawn not only from old England but from New England 
as well. 
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Consequently, it is reasonable to suppose that the large migration 
from New England of which the Gaskills and the Southwicks were a part was 
a response to the inviting possibilities of the Quaker settlements on the 
Delaware. Somewhere around 1685, Edward, then 18 years old, made an ex- 
ploration journey to the southward. He must have been pleased with what 
he saw and heard, because he took out a land grant in Burlington County, 
Province of West New Jersey, prior to 1688. Then he must have gone back to 
Salem to report on what he had seen and done, to persuade Hannah Endecott 
to marry him, and to induce his brother Josiah and his cousin, Josiah 
Southwick, to move to West Jersey with him. He may have argued about the 


absence of rocks in the fields. 


The first settlement on the Delaware by the English was at Salem on 
the Jersey shore, in 1675. Burlington, higher up the river and still on 
the Jersey side, dates from 1677, while Philadelphia was not settled until 
1681. The first settlement in the interior of Burlington County dates from 
1682, when a large ship, unnamed, went aground as she was coming up the 
river, and lay there eight days before she could be got off; then, coming 
up the river, landed 360 passengers on the Jersey shore between Philadelrhia 
and Burlington. "Their provisions being nigh gone, they sent ten miles to 
an Indian town near Rancocas Creek for Indian corn and pease." (The Bur- 
lington Smiths, p. 59.) They evidently liked the looks of the place, for 
so soon as Burlington was reached, the movement into the interior commenced, 


probably following the waterway which the creek afforded. 


For a long time there was a tradition that the Gaskill-Southnwick 
migration to the South was by way of Shelter Island, New York, to Shrews- 
bury in the Monmouth Patent and so down to Burlington County. This was 
given sanction by Edwin Salter, historian of Ocean and Monmouth Counties, 
in an address which he delivered at the celebration of the Bi-Centennial 
Anniversary of the New Jersey Legislature, 1683-1883. It is No. 31 of a 
collection of pamphlets entitled "Legislative Documents of New Jersey for 
the year 1883." 


It is possible that this recital, for which no authority was given, 
is true with reference to the Southwicks and Josiah Gaskill. Lawrence end 
Cassandra Southwick had been banished from Salem for their refusal to attend 


services *of the established church, and sent out into the wilderness in mid- 
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winter. They made their way, somehow, to the Providence Plantations in 
what is now Rhode Island and thence to the refuge maintained by Thomas 
Sylvester in New York harbor which he called Shelter Island. Here they 
both died, and it would be only natural that Josiah Southwick should want 
to visit his parents' graves. Josiah Gaskill probably went with then, 
because he found at Shrewsbury, Rebecca Lippincott, whom he subsequently 


married. But Edward and Hannah were not of the party. 


In the records of the Essex County Registry of Deeds, Book 5°, 
Pp. 35, appears the following affidavit: 


New Jersey, Burlington County, 4 Oct. 1731. 
Then personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of his 
Majesties Justices of the Peace for the County of Burlington, 
Edward Gaskill and Hannah, his wife, both of ye sd County, being 
upon their solemn affirmation, did declare as followeth, viz; that 
about thirty-three years ago sometime last November, we, with Thomas 
Haynes and Sarah Haynes, his wife with the children of the said 
Thomas and Sarah, did depart from New England towards New Jersey 
and all arrived at Salem in New Jersey and the said Thomas and wife 
and children, was our neighbors in New England in Salem village. 
(Then are given the names of the Haynes Children.] Signed by 
Edward [his mark] Gaskill [mark not given] and Hannah [her mark] 
Gaskill, Before 

Samuel Bustill, Notary Public 


This document fixes the date of the arrival of Edward and Hannah, 
in West New Jersey on the last journey, as approximately the month of 
November, 1697. It disposes of the legend of Shelter Island at least as 
to Edward and Hannah, and definitely connects the family in New Jersey with 
the New England ancestry. Evidently, Edward did not tarry at Salem, where 
they first landed, but went immediately up river to Burlington. Not only 
is there no minute in the records of Salem Monthly Meeting of their arrival, 
but the minutes of the Burlington Womens' Meeting show distinctly that 


Hannah Gaskill was received on certificate November 9, 1697. 


The homestead of Edward Gaskill to which he took his bride, prob- 
ably the spring after arrival, after spending the winter in Burlington, was 
to the North of Mount Holly, on the road from Burlington which is now known 
as the "Oxmead Road". This road was originally the dividing line between 
Easthampton and Springfield Townships as they were laid out. The homestead 
was on the West side of the road, where the Gaskill land adjoined that of 
John Cripps, the first settler. The house was in Northampton Township, 
which lay to the South of Easthampton, while most of the farm land was in 
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Springfield Township. This is why Edward was listed as a resident of 
Northampton Township and was included in the census of 1709, while many of 


his descendants who succeeded to the ownership of his farm lands were 
located in Springfield Township. The site must have been near the first 
Mount Holly Meeting House; the graveyard pertaining to it may still be seen; 
but the exact place of the building cannot be determined. This Meeting 
House was built in 1716 as a concession to the increased number of Friends 
residing at Mount Holly and the country to the Eastward. Nathaniel Cripps 
gave the land on which the House was built, but the deed was not recorded 
and has been lost. However, a map of the parcel conveyed was made by 
Thomas Scattergood at the time, and is still preserved by Mount Holly Meet- 
ing. One boundary is marked "Lane to Edward Gaskill's house". Edward 
acquired a considerable amount of land in the vicinity of the homestead, 

in both Northampton and Springfield Townships, as the subsequent conveyances 
to his sons bear witness. His primary vocation was that of the farmer, but 
as a consequence, possibly, of his familiarity with water-power driven 
mills in New England, he became the pioneer industrialist in the region 


about Mount Holly, though this interest lay dormant for nearly twenty years. 


As has been noted, Josiah Gaskill and Josiah Southwick joined 
Edward in the migration to West Jersey, but it was with the latter, rather 
than with his brother, that Edward entered into what was a real estate 
speculation on a large scale. In 1701, about three years after their 
arrival in Burlington County, Edward Gaskill and Josiah Southwick purchased 
from Samuel Jennings, agent for John Ridges of London, nearly a square mile 
of unimproved land, though the survey was by no means square -- 871 acres 
to be exact. It included the North bank of Rancocas Creek from a point 
above the present mill dam to the King Street bridge in Mount Holly. For 
the next nineteen years, so far as the record shows, except possibly for 
small sales of lots for dwelling houses, this large tract remained undevel- 
Oped. It may be that the partners could not agree as to what was to be 
done with it. At any rate, there was a partition by mutual agreement on 
Merch 19, 1720, and the portions taken by each are significant. Josian 
Seuthwick was not interested in the water power possibilities of the tract, 
but Edward Gaskill was very much interested. If one will commence at the 
point on the North bank of the creek, where it is crossed by King Street, 
and run an imaginary line Northeastward to the intersection of Union Street 
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with High Street and then pretty much along the line of Union Street ex- 


tended, to its intersection with Ashurst's Lane and from there to a point 


on the creek just above the site of the mill dam, he will see what Edward 
Gaskill wanted and received. It included every water-power site there was. 
And Edward had apparently seen possibilities in that direction. What he 
Saw was that there was a difference between the water level in the creek 
and a gully which had been cut by two small streams and emptied into the 
creek lower down. Whether there was a tumble or rapids of some sort at the 


present dam site is not known, but_it is possible. 


Very soon after the partition, Edward dug a race leading from the 
creek at a point just above the dam site and discharging into this gully. 
This gave him fall enough to operate an undershot wheel, and he built a 
sawmill with two saws, somewhere near the place where the office of the 
Mount Holly Water Company now stands. It was at the time the only such 
mill in South Jersey. It is quite likely that it was the use of the out- 
side cuts from tree trunks, called slabs, from this mill in the construc- 
tion of houses and sheds at a nearby settlement which gave it the name or 
"Slabtown" -- a name which, in a later time of Democratic enthusiasm, was 


changed to Jacksonville. 


The need for a grist mill was hardly less acute than for the saw 
mill, though the latter was a prerequisite to an advance in housing beyond 
the log cabin. The first settlers had to use the mortar and pestle until 
the importation of horses made possible what Mary Smith calls "steed mills". 
(History of Burlington County, Woodward, 11.) This form of mill was oper- 
ated by a horse going round and round an upright which was the axle of the 


wheels. 


In 1682, Thomas Ollive built a grist mill on what is now known as 
Mill Creek, in Willingboro Township. The site was close to the present 
bridge over Mill Creek on the Beverly-Mount Holly road. This was a tide 
mill which had a fall and escape for its wheel only when the tide was out. 
Hinged boards folded back to let the water run upstream, but closed on 
buttresses to back ap the water which the flood tide had brought in. No 
other grist mill was available nearer than Stacy's mill at the Falls of 
Delaware, and the need for ground corn and wheat was acute, becoming more 


and more imperative as the settlement of the County advanced. 


1 
This description is based on a map by Sherman and Sleeper. 
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To meet this condition, something in the nature of a "joint adven- 
ture" was arranged between Edward Gaskill, Thomas Brian, James Lippincott, 
Abraham Bickley, and Samuel Brian by which both sides of the creek were to 
be brought into a common ownership which was necessary to the building of 
a dam; and the water power rights which Edward Gaskill had established were 
likewise to be acquired. By deed dated June 7, 1723, Edward Gaskill sold 
to Thomas Brian a saw mill with two saws, the mill race pertaining to it, 
and an acre of land as the site for a grist mill. Samuel Brian conveyed 
to his son, Thomas, an acre of land on the South side of the creek as a 
landing for the dam. Thomas Brian then conveyed to Edward Gaskill, James 
Lippincott, Abraham Bickley, and Samuel. Brian, each a one fourth interest 
in the whole of that which had come to him, seemingly, as trustee. These 
four built a dam across the creek at its present location, deepened and 
widened the race, straightened and deepened Butterwood Run, and built a 
grist mill where the saw mill had previously stood. The saw mill was moved 
a little farther downstream. The grist mill was clearly in operation by 
1725, when Abraham Bickley sold out to Jonathan Sleeper and James Lippin- 
ecott. From the original water power developed by Edward Gaskill, there 
arose in the course of time the Mount Holly Iron Furnace, a bolting milli, 

a fulling mill, and a pottery, which, with the saw mill and grist mill, 
established the growing town of Mount HoJly as an industrial community, 
counterbalancing the agricultural predominance and creating an economic 
balance which maintained its prosperity until the development of the West 
superseded the small local industries. Edward Gaskill was in a large sense 
the founder of Mount Holly. 


The minutes of Northampton Township, now in the Public Records 
Office, show that Edward was elected Constable by the Town Meeting for the 
years 1710, 1711, 1712, and 1713. Otherwise there is no record of any 
public office. 


Edward disposed of his one fourth interest in the mills by deed 
making an even division between his sons Samuel and Benjamin. Samuel is 


thereafter described as "Sawyer". 


The Northampton Census of 1709 makes no mention of either (34) 
Benjamin or (35) Ebenezer. Benjamin is identified, however, by Edward's 
deed to Him of January 4, 1747, and by his marriage with Mary Dennis. 
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The relationship is confirmed by a reference in the will of Zorubbabel Gas- 
kill to his "brother Benjamin". 


Ebenezer Gaskill is referred to in the deed from Edward to Benjamin 
above mentioned, as an abutting land owner on Gaskill's Lane, together with 
Joseph and Zorubbabel. So the presumption of relationship is strong. And 
Ebenezer might well be assigned to Edward rather than to Josiah, the elter- 
native parent, because Josiah's will makes no mention of him and the will 


is meticulous in its provision for children. 


= 


34. BENJAMIN GASKILL 


bd. > Northampton toga Es Be Burlington County. 
d. i 
m. (1) Mary fenitis of Monmouth County, 1st m, 16, 1738. 


17} 


This marriage was evidently "out of Meeting", because Benjamin wa 
disciplined for it, 3-7-1744. Evidently knowledge of the marriage did nov 
come to the attention of the Meeting prior to that time, which possibly 
indicates that Benjamin was living with his wife's parents in Monmouth 
County. Whether Benjamin was ever restored to "unity" is uncertain, but 
Mary, wife of Benjamin, was received by Burlington Meeting, by request, 
yeynL 7h. 

She d. prior to September, 1756. 


Children: 
35. Benjamin, Jr., b. 
36. Edward, b. 
37. Joseph, bd. 


(2) Sept. , 1756, Sarah Heustis, at Haddonfield Meeting. 
Clement says the wife's name was Heustead and the marriage was at 


Evesham Meeting. Apparently there were no children by this marriage. 


Although Benjamin is not included in the 1709 Census of Northampton 
Township, apparently being born after that date, he is identified as a son 
of Edward and Hannah (Endecott) twice: first, by a reference in the will of 
Zorubbabel Gaskill to his brother, Benjamin; second, by the fact that in 
the distribution of his property, Edward conveyed to Benjamin a one eighth 
interest in the grist mill, by deed dated 1-4-1747. 


37. JOSEPH GASKILL 
4% 1-21-1742, Northampton Pewashipy Babidageon Countys 
d. 5-24-1798, ” 
nm. 1769, Sarah Bishop. 
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ae. 
. This marriage was evidently "out of Meeting" or otherwise contrary 
to discipline, because 4th month, 1769, Burlington Meeting disowned Joseph 


%: Gaskill, son of Benjamin, and then, 12th month, 1769, "Sarah Bishop now Gas- 


kill" was called to account for her marriage to Joseph. Apparently being 
unwilling to express repentance, she was also G@isowned, 5th month, 1770. 
Thus this line of the Gaskill family passed out of the Society of Friends 


and never rejoined it, turning to the Baptist Church instead. 


There is a family tradition that Joseph married twice, but there 
is no record of it, and in his will, which was probated June 1, 1798, 


reference is made to his wife, Sarah. 


There were ten children of this marriage of which we ncte a son, 


Joseph, born December 9, 1779. 


42, JOSEPH GASKILL 
b. Dec. 9, 1779, Northampton Township, Burlington County. 
d. Funeral Oct. 19, 1869. 
m. Feb. 19, 1804, Sarah Stockton. 

Curiously enough, this marriage, though performed by a Justice of 
the Peace, was carried out on the porch of the Friends' Meeting House in 
Mt. Holly. As has been noted, the family was no longer connected with the 
Meeting, but the sense of sanctity which attached to the Friends' ceremony 
and place of worship held a strong attraction. There is no record of the 
death of Sarah. Of this marriage there were ten children of whom we note 
(51) Asa, born February 8, 1809. 


51. ASA GASKILL 


b. Feb. €, 13809. 
d. Feb. 5, 1901. 
m. Ann Burr, Oct. 22, 1840. 


Asa is the first of whom there is definite record of abandoning the 
farmer's life and going into business on his own account. He was appren- 
ticed to a maker of light carriages as distinguished from farm wagons and 
Stage coaches -- when and where is not known. He began operations on his 
own account, probably at the corner of Buttonwood and Garden Streets in 
Mount Holly. He must have had some capital -- possibly his father financed 
him -- for the will of Joseph Gaskill, in which Asa was named as one of the 
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executors, provided that £50 should be deducted from Asa's portion under 


the will. And indeed this must have been so, because the making of a light 
carriage involved not only the woodwork, which was all by hand, but ail 
iron parts had to be forged by hand, and there was the leatherwork and 
trimming as well as the painting. Therefore Asa must have had a number of 
-men in his employ since it was not possible for one man to do all that was 


necessary to construct a carriage. e 


Ann Burr was the daughter of George W. Burr and Elizabeth Blackwood, 
his wife, who lived in that one of the large brick houses adjoining "Peach- 
fields", the Burr homestead, which stands to the eastward of it. When a 
younger sister was born, for some reason Ann came to live with her grand- 
mother Blackwood, whose home on Main Street backed against the Friencs 
Meeting House grounds. On the opposite side of the Friends lands was the 
location of Asa Gaskill's factory, for such it must have been. The famiiy 
tradition is that Asa and Ann fell in love with each other and carried on 
their courtship over the garden fence. Apparently there was some parental 
objection to the marriage on the part of the Burrs, for on October 22, 1840, 
the young couple eloped and were married by a Baptist minister in Phiiadel- 


phia. They announced their marriage in the columns of the local newspaper. 


It is possible that the young couple lived for a time with Asa's 
father, whose farm was at the Northeast corner of the intersection of 
Garden and Branch Streets, until Asa was able to build the double-front 
brick house which still stands at the corner of Buttonwood and Garden 
-Streets, one half being a carriage repository with a paint shop and 
leatherwork shop on the second floor, while the other part served as the 


family residence. 


Joseph Gaskill lived to be 90 years old. Asa, who was abstemious 
in his habits (he neither smoked nor drank alcoholic liquors, and because 
of an aversion to doctors never took medicine of any kind), died in his 
sleep one afternoon when he was 92. He was a member of the Baptist Church 
and the Union Fire Company, and was proud of the fact that he had voted for 
Lincoln, remaining an adherent of the Republican party thereafter. 


Of this marriage there were eight children of which we note Joseph 
H. Gaskill, born May 23, 1850. 
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63. JOSEPH H. GASKITL Es 


"He was born at Mount Holly, New Jersey, May 23, 1850. He attended 
the public schools of the town, and at the age of 17 years was obtaining 
higher education at Mount Holly Institute, a private school conducted by 
Charles E. Aaron, working his way by teaching in the lower grades of the 
Aaron school. During vacation periods he worked in the carriage trimming 
departnent of his father's factory. While so engaged, one day he ran a 
‘needle through a finger, and taking a day off, attended a Baptist Sunday 


School picnic at Pemberton, where"he met the girl who later became his wife. . 


On August 14, 1869, having passed the necessary examinations, he 
was given a certificate entitling him to teach in the public schools of the 
County for a period of three years. The certificate recited that he had had 
two years experience in teaching prior to that time. Shortly thereafter, 
he was elected to serve as Principal of the public school at Vincentown, 


a position in which he served for two years. 


_- About the same "tite he opi sueTeS as a law student in the office of 
Charles Ewan Merritt of Mount Holly, combining teaching with legal studie 
when holidays and vacations permitted. In 1871 he was appointed Principal 
of the public school at Beverly with six assistants working under his super- 
vision. He was then el years old. He held this position for two years, 
but in the meantime, on Christmas Day, 1872, he married Ellie S. Logan, 
daughter of Thomas S. Logan, at her father's farmhouse, where the young 


couple commenced married life and where their oldest son was born. 


In November, 1873, he gave up teaching and turned his whole atten- 
tion to the law, being admitted to practice as an attorney, and so commenced 
a career at the Bar which was eminently successful from the beginning. 

Early in 1874 he established his family in Mount Holly, where he remained 
resident until 1915, when he moved to Moorestown. In 1877, as he said, in 
order that his children might have open country in which to play, he pur- 
chased a large lot of land on upper High Street and built a house which was 
for a long time the outermost house on the street. 


His practice grew rapidly and he soon became recognized as one of 
the most able men at the County Bar. He was particularly noted for his 


skill in jury trials, not only for ability in the examination and cross- 
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examination of witnesses, but for the clarity and simplicity of the presen- 
tation of his cases. As the Memorial of the Bar Association later said of 
him: 
: Through his experience as a teacher, he acquired extraordinary 
ability to present the facts of his cases before Courts and juries, 
in simple language and ccnvincing manner. * * * He was an eloquent 
and effective speaker and commanded the strict attention of the 
audience whenever he spoke. Judge Gaskill was dignified and dis- 
tinguished in appearance, always immaculately dressed and until the 
time of his death, he was straight and erect in carriage. 

He was for a time in partnership with Mark R. Sooy, also a former 
teacher and an exceptionally able lawyer; but both becoming convinced that 
it would be more advantageous to separate, they did so, ana thereafter were 
almost always retained on opposite sides of the more important litigation 
on the Court docket. The most conspicuous example of this distinction was 
the complex situation arising after the death of Hezekiah B. Smith, for 
whom Smithville was named. Smith was a genius in the designing of wood- 
working machinery who began life at Woodstock, Vermont, where he had a wife 
and three children. Im order to be nearer the place where his machines 
were constructed and in closer contact with the market for them, Smith went 
to Worcester, Massachusetts, where he employed a secretary who came to have 
an almost hypnotic influence over him. Together they planned an abandon- 
ment of the wife and children in Vermont, and, by pretext, induced the wife 
to hand over to Smith her marriage certificate. Smith purchased the water 
power and land at what was then Shreveville, changed the name to Smithville, 
and built a foundry, machine shops, a pretentious mansion behind high brick 
walls with gardens and greenhouses, and a village for his workmen. Invari- 
ably, whatever he built was of brick and iron. The business prospered; 
Smith and the secretary, who was presented as his wife, joined the Episcopal 
Church in Mount Holly and moved in what was regarded as the best of the 
County society. He later was elected a member of Congress. After his 
companion died Smith had a statue carved in Italy which was supposed to 


represent her and which was erected in the garden under a canopy. 


Meantime, the children in Vermont were growing up, supported by 
their deserted mother as best she could, until they were able to contribute 
to her support. The oldest son established himself in the stevedoring 
business at Savannah, Georgia, where he accumulated a fortune. After that, 
his mother knew no want but still rested under the suspicion that her 
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ehildren were illegitimate. When Smith died, this son appeared in Mount 
Holly and retained Mr. Gaskill to bring a suit to establish his mother's 


dower right in the Smith real estate. The commencement of this suit was a 
shock to the entire community, and the ensuing trial, which established the 
fact of marriage, was followed with the keenest interest. After the success 
of this action, another suit was commenced to break Smith's will by which 
all his estate was to be devoted to the maintenance of a school for young 
mechanics, and in this also, Mr. Gaskill was successful. These successes 


firmly established his reputation as a trial lawyer. 


In 1894, he was appointed President Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Burlington County, under a new law creating a Law Judge in this 
Court, and until March 30, 1696, he presided in that Court with two lay 
judges as his associates. The office of Lay Judge was abolished in 1896, 
and from that time until 1908, when he resigned, he continued as President 
Judge of that Court. Of this service the Memorial of the Bar Association 
said: 


As Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, he commanded the respect and 
admiration of the people of the County and of those who appeared 
before him, for the fairness and ability with which he discharged 
the duties of that office. 


Prior to this time, his marked ability as a trial lawyer led the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company to offer him the position of District Soli- 
citor to represent that company and, as well, the West Jersey and Seashore 
Railroad Company and the Philadelphia and Camden Ferry Company. He then 
removed his office from Mount Holly to Camden and his residence to Moores- 
town. His practice in Camden included the representation of such corpora- 
tions as New York Ship Building Company, Camden Iron Works, and many private 
interests, in all of which he continued to maintain the high record of 


success which preceded this activity, 


He was a Director of the Camden and Burlington County Railroad Com- 
pany and of the Camden Safe Deposit and Trust Company, a member of the Union 
League of Philadelphia, and Past Master of Mount Holly Lodge No. 14, FB & A.M. 


By his first wife, Judge Gaskill had three sons, Thomas Logan, 
Nelson Burr, and Charles Sutter. Following her death on March 17, 1915, 
he married Sarah Frances Coffin, the daughter of Edward H. and Sarah Pan- 
coast Coffin of St. Louis, Missouri, on April 18, 1917. There were no 


nee 


' 


‘dituol at botesage ac 
@* rst tom obi rtehidasas 6 + Ese a 
= 2sw tive aby to Seema OOS kal »sde 
oil? Sedekidedes Abtdw tats? path 
seooous offs sad PA . deeratst patio 92 
doldw Ys [Lhw a'itege asst of Bes 
gmoy tot foodse & to sonensiatas of 
ssacosove oaenT .fpteessoue enw [iiniagd SoM ee aids Sap 


rowel Inixd s as. a cc eld posers 
aomao® to s1w0D eft to sybvl tashigori hedatogis | asw od ,A#QBL at wigan, ; 7 


shri ot spfivl wel & aotvaoxo wel ‘wan s sebri: ey iaued: ak 
yal owt dotw tswod Jede nt bob béeng ast eat OE foteM cmmauiatil 


BOS at heretiods sew ogsul yal To sodtio sd? ,acde Loogae etd ss - ig 
tnebiaevl es baunkynos of (béaptest of med BORE Lidmr sats sant corr baa a 
nolretsovaA ef og¢ lo. SebtomeM ont sotvees atdd 20 .dtu00 wendy Te saul 4 
| rite 
bae touqee: edd Bbebmemuos of ,eseld aommod To\ igo) edd to 7 


ge ow Saeda “to bose Yinved eis 36 sigosy git to 20 
bogzedceti ed dotny diiw ywoilide baa aeemste? ond tot ,etid ¢ 
.2ottto tent-to 2ahdi one 


hsiestgs 


oft bof veywel fetus o es yt litds bsasamaeht .culy eliy ot rolsd 
-tfo8 tobxtakd to soidicog oft mir qsTio oF yeaquoo baotlieh sinaviyenn 
atoiiessS bia yostel teoW. oft ,ffew es . bas Mitagmo tad insestges oF 
dels si .¥MeQmod ytist ashinsd Ores sixighebe Lic oft Sas yasenod 
-2e100M o+ souobkest ef Bas mobmsD ot VELOR tetu0M mort soto aid Sowden 4 
-pioqgie? dave to nokésimessiget ads bebuLomt mabasd at ookdoata eiit .awod 
atevira ysom bas .extroW moTl asbmed. ,YasamoD gublio® qide 2 sea es a 
to Sxooet agin oft aFetaram oF beuntjiacs ati rioksw To tis at ae 
“tivicss eid? Bebyosng doit esscout 


i ae 


w : 


-mod brovited ywtaved notgntiwt bas nebssd sdé to totestid s sew a A 
noid off Yo todmem 8 .yatdmod datm® has theoged oteb mabns i at 7 
M.A 3A AL .O og50l yifoll davoM to toveaM tend Srp , ees 4 


.teg0l ssmodT .snoe cetera 
<2f@L , VI fowl mo ritesb ted gatwoliot roote woleaild bee ob 
-ne% dewe2 ns wT buswbe to weddgue add yatYiod esonett dense 

om otew ots Tier Bf LezA so. twoeems yenuol 08 > 


children by this marriage. Judge Gaskill died November 25, 1935. As none 
of his sons had descendants, this line continues through the children of 
Henry S. Gaskill. 


64. THOMAS LOGAN GASKILL 


He was born July 6, 1874, at the extensive farm of his maternal 
grandfather, Thomas S. Logan, near Mount Holly, New Jersey. His parents 
moving to Mount Holly, his primary education was received at the Mount 
Holly Academy, a private school conducted by Professor (A.M.) Walradt. In 
the fall of 1690 he entered Peddie Institute at Hightstow, New Jersey, 
graduating in due course with the class of 1892. In the fall of that year 
he entered Princeton College as a member of the class of 1896 and was 
graduated in June of that year within the Honor Roll of his class. His 
professional education was at the Law School of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. After the year of apprenticeship in a lawyer's office which was 
spent with his father, Joseph H. Gaskill, he was admitted to practice in 
the Courts of New Jersey as an attorney at law in 1899, and three years 
later as a counsellor at law. He commenced the practice of law at Newark, 
New Jersey, in 1899 and continued there until 1906, when he joined his 


father at Camden, New Jersey, practicing there as "Gaskill and Gaskill". 


The senior Gaskill had developed a very extensive practice because 
of his success in defending corporations in personal damage suits. He 
represented the Pennsylvania Railroad, the West Jersey and Seashore Rail- 
road, the New York Ship Building Company, and several insurance companies. 
The senior member of the firm becoming increasingly interested in other 
phases of his profession, the burden of meeting the demands imposed by this 
difficult practice fell principally upon the junior partner, who won for 
himself the reputation of being a successul and diligent trial lawyer as 
well as advocate before the appellate courts. This reputation bore fruit 
in his appointment by the Judges of the United States District Court for 
the District of New Jersey as a Referee in Bankruptcy for Camden and adjoin- 
ing counties of southern New Jersey, September 11, 1922. With reference to 
this appointment, the "Camden Daily Courier" editorially said: 


It is good to hear, once in a while, of an appointment to public 
office that is made without pulling and hauling between rival poli- 
tical factions or organizations. 

Such an appointment is the selection of Attorney Thomas L. Gas- 
Kill, of Camden, to succeed the late S. Conrad Ott as referee in 
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bankruptcy. While politicians appealed to the board of federal 
judges for preferment for their favorites, the judges went ahead 
and made a non=political choice. Mr. Gaskill, as he says of him- 
self, is a Republican with his activities "confined to interested 
voting". 

He will make an able and efficient referee for this district. 
His long experience as a lawyer, in which he has often been called 
in as a consultant, fits him splendidly for the multitudinous tasks 
that will soon confront him. 


This anticipation was more than fully satisfied by a distinguished 
and successful career in office which covered the following twenty-five 
years. Then he resigned and retired from active practice because of a 


sense of advancing years and a desire for leisure. 


He enlisted as a private in Company F of the Seventh Regiment 
National Guard of New Jersey, June 29, 1896, but after moving to Newark 
he transferred to the Essex Troop, a cavalry crganization of the National 
Guard with headquarters at Newark. He was discharged after serving the 
five years of his original enlistment. While at Newark, he was made a 
Master Mason in January of 1902, in Kane Lodge No.55, F. & A.M., and on 
moving to residence at Moorestown, New Jersey, he demitted to Moorestowr 
Lodge No.158, F. & A.M. 


He became a member of The Union League of Philadelphia, Pemnsyl- 
vania, in January, 1916. This well known Republican organization was 
established in 1861 to support the administration of President Lincoln. 


It was evidence of a lifelong ardent Republicanism. 


Since retirement he lives principally at the Hotel Walt Whitman, 
in Camden, New Jersey, and at the Hotel Marlborough-Blenheim in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. His hobbies are numismatics with particular reference to 
- the coinage of the United States, genealogy, and the antiquities of his 
home town, Mount Holly, New Jersey. In addition to membership in the Union 
League, he is a member of Pennsylvania Historical Society, Burlington County 
Historical Society, New Jersey State Bar Association, and American Numis- 


matic Association. 
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65. NELSON BURR GASKILL 


He was born September 8, 1875, at Mount Holly, New Jersey, and re- 
ceived his primary education at the Mount Holly Academy, a private school 
conducted by Professor (A.M.) Walradt. In the fall of 1890 he entered 
Peddie Institute at Hightstown, New Jersey, and finished that course in 
1892, winning a place on the Commencement program, which was the school's 
equivalent of scholastic honor. He entered Princeton College in the fall 
of 1892 and, joining the Cliosophic Society, in his junior year won first 
prize in an oratorical contest conducted by that society. After graduation 
in June of 1896, he passed the next two years at Harvard Law School; and 
after the required one year's apprenticeship in a lawyer's office, which 
was spent with his father, he was admitted to practice as an Attorney at 


Law in 1899, and four years later as a Counsellor at Law. 


From 1899 to 1908 he was an assistant to his father, Joseph H. 
Gaskill, at Camden, New Jersey, where he was active not only in the trial 
Courts but in the Appellate Courts as well. In 1908, on the recommendation 
of Robert H. McCarter, then Attorney General of New Jersey, he was appointed 
Assistant Attorney General by Governor E.C. Stokes and served in that office 
during the next eight years under the governorships of Stokes, Fort, Wilson, 
and Fielder. His principal contribution while in this office was in the 
drafting of important and significant legislation in new and untried fields. 
Among other acts prepared by him was the New Jersey Workman's Compensation 
Act, which was the first law in this category to pass the test of constitu- 
tionality by the United States Supreme Court, and on which all subsequent 
legislation in this field has been based. He also drew what was the first 
law providing for the requirement of State license Ser automobiles moving 
in interstate commerce -+ again the first law of the kind to be approved by 
the United States Supreme Court. 


Retiring from the Attorney General's staff to enter private prac- 
tice at Trenton, New Jersey, he was appointed by Governor James F. Fielder 
a member of the Conservation and Development Commission and by Governor 
Walter E. Edge as counsel for a special Commission, headed by Dwight Morrow, 
to investigate the management and operation of the charitable, penal, and 
correctional institutions of the State. He prepared the report of the 


Commission and, to carry out its principal recommendation, drafted the act 
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for the consolidation of the management of these institutions under the 


direction of a Commissioner of Charities and Corrections. 


He enlisted as a private in the National Guard of New Jersey, June 
29, 1896, and after more than twenty years service in many commissions, was 
Assistant Adjutant General, acting The Adjutant General at the outbreak of 
the first World War in 1917. He entered the United States Army in May of 
1918 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and was assigned to duty in the 
Purchase, Storage and Traffic Division of the General Staff Corps. 


He resigned from the Army in 1920 to accept appointment by Presi- 
dent Woodrow Wilson to serve for the unexpired term of former Governor John 
Franklin Fort as a member of the Federal Trade Commission. He was appointed 
by President Calvin Coolidge to serve a full term of five years and then 
was reappointed for an extension of one year. Thereafter he organized and 
conducted The Lead Pencil Institute, designed for the economic analysis and 
promotion of that industry. After some years in this and other phases of 
trade association activity, he retired to private practice in Washington, 
D. C. and to writing on legal and economic subjects. His books include 
"Profit and Social Security", "The Regulation of Competition", "Price Con- 
trol in the Public Interest", "What You May and May Not Do Under the 
Robinson-Patman Law", "Imprints from the Press of Stephen C. Ustick", and 


a large number of magazine articles. 


Long a student of Christian Science, in 1948 he retired from legal 


work and became a public Practitioner of Christian Science. 


66. CHARIES SUTTER GASKILL 


He was born at Mount Holly, New Jersey, October 11, 1877. His 
primary education was obtained at the Mount Holly Academy, a private school 
conducted by Professor (A.M.) Walradt. In the fall of 1892 he entered 
Peddie Institute at Hightstown, New Jersey, from which he was graduated in 
1894. For the reason that he had shown an aptitude in the handling of 
tools in his grandfather's carpenter shop, his father selected for him a 
career as an engineer. Consequently he was, after two years at Princeton, 
matriculated at Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Boston. In 1899 
he beegame ‘a Special Apprentice at a training school operated by the Penn- 
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sylvania Railroad Company and in 1903 was designated as "Inspector" with 
headquarters at Jersey City, a post which included a variety of tasks. 

This was followed by an appointment as Assistant Road Foreman of Engines 
for the New York Division, which involved the inspection and operation of 
engines and the instruction of engine crews. He frequently ran the engines 
which pulled some of the Company's crack trains. This duty was followed by 
appointment as Assistant Engineer of Motive Power with headquarters at Wil- 
mington, Delaware. His progressive advancement culminated in 1914, when he 
was made Master Mechanic of the Baltimore Grand Division, a position which 
included superintendence of the engine repair shops at Orangeville, the 
repair shops at Mount Vernon and Canton, the car shops at York, Frederick, 
and Bennings, and the maintenance of the grain elevators at Curtis Bay. 
Here he displayed an wnusual ability to maintain harmonious relations 
between the workmen and himself and with one another. While he held this 
position there were no labor difficulties at any of the shops under his 
Supervision, and this ability contributed largely to his success in the 


wider and more difficult field which was to follow. 


When the United States entered the first World War in 1917, almost 
the first call made by the Allies was for four regiments of experienced 
railroad men. Under the supervision of W. W. Atterbury, one of the Vice 
Presidents of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and afterward Chief of 
Transportation on the staff of General Pershing, a call for volunteers was 
sent out to the various railroad companies in the East. To this call about 
1300 experienced railroad shop men responded and were formed into what was 
probably the most unusual organization the Army ever saw. Except for the 
Colonel, who was designated by the War Department, the officers took rank 
in accordance with their positions in the railroad service. A Division 
Superintendent became, ipso facto, Lieutenant Colonel, while Charles and 
another Master Mechenic, who were the only volunteers in that grade, became 
Majors. The companies were organized strictly by trades, and shop foremen 
became Captains, choosing their own subordinate officers. Practically none 
of these men had had any military training or experience, and their ignor- 
ance of things military was complete. They were given only such close 
order drill as would enable them to move in military formations when that 
became necessary. When the men were brought together, the Regiment, at 
first known as 9th Engineers, National Army, and later as 19th Engineers 
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(Railway), U.S.A., was quartered in the Commercial Museum at Philadelphia, 
the exhibits of which were temporarily removed. 


Here the officers were given the plans for a large shop which was 
proposed to be built at Nevers, France, for the use of one of the French 
railways. This was to be the scene of the Regiment's operations, but it 
was made clear that only the empty structure would be furnished and that 
all the equipment necessary to put the structure into operation as a rail- 
way erection and repair shop would have to come from the United States. 
Using a Pennsylvania Railroad shop-~as a model, all the equipment from tacks 
to steam hammers was listed, purchased, and forwarded to Nevers. However, 
much was lost in transit and much that arrived in France was impounded by 
the U.S. Quartermaster Corps, which was reluctant to part with any of it. 


To recover it was an almost impossible task. 


In France the Regiment experienced many vicissitudes, mostly vexa- 
tious and trying, the battalions being separated, and finally the Lieutenan= 
Colonel was transferred to the Headquarters of the Transportation Corps and 
Charles was promoted to fill the vacancy, being designated with his batta- 
lion to command at Nevers, to put the shops in operation after the equip- 
ment was installed. Here his capacity to get the best out of the working 
force, to maintain harmonious relations among the diverse elements of the 
organization, contributed largely to the marked success with which he admin- 
istered this command, which at its peak included about 4,000 men. The 
responsibility for this operation rested upon Charles alone; this was dis- 
tinctly recognized by his superiors, as is evidenced by a letter of commen- 
dation addressed to him by the Chief of Transportation, General Atterbury, 
which in part is as follows: 


Upon arrival in France, you were stationed at Tours in command of 
the Second Battalion of the 19th Engineers, which at that time was 
distributed among several French Railway shops. As Battalion Com- 
mander, separated from the Regimental headquarters, you executed 
the duties of your position most successfully, and when your head- 
quarters were moved to Nevers and you were placed in charge of the 
construction and organization of the Nevers Locomotive and Car Re- 
pair Shops, you persisted in getting the shop in full operation, 
although confronted by almost unsurmountable difficulties. 

Your unswerving loyalty, persistent industry, and ability to 
cope with difficulties of almost every kind, are deserving of the 
highest commendation and have reflected credit, not only upon your- 
self, but upon the entire Transportation Corps, upon whose behalf 
I desire to thank you for your service and to add my own: personal 
congratulations. 
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But this was not the only commendation. The United States Army 
awarded him the Distinguished Service Medal with the following citation: 


Lieutenant Colonel Charles S. Gaskill, U.S.A. 
For exceptional, meritorious, and distinguished services. In charge 
of the Locomotive and Car Repair Shops at Nevers, he carried out the 
installation and operation of this plant, exhibiting rare executive 
ability and engineering qualifications of the highest order. 

F. L. Whitley, Adjutant General 


He was also decorated by the French Government with the Order University 


Palms, grade of Officier de L'Instruction Publique, Gold Palms. 


- 


After the Armistice, Charles attended the Paris assembly of Army 
officers out of which grew the American Legion, so that he is a member of 
"The Society of American legion Founders", which is highly regarded in 


Legion circles. 


In 1919, Herbert Hoover organized the American Relief Administra- 
tion for the purpose of assisting the war-torn countries in their recuvera- 
tion. In further recognition of his Army services, Charles was asked to go 
to Poland as a member of the A.R.A. to assist in reestablishing the railroad 
service of that country. For the next two years he was engaged in this work, 
and then came the great famine in Russia and Mr. Hoover shifted his organ- 
ization to relief work in that country. Charles was placed in charge of a 
food distribution service covering a considerable area around Saratov. This 
meant the organization of community kitchens, the distribution of supplies, 
and the continual adjustments which such a service required. In this area 
where Charles was in charge, about 300,000 children were given a cooked 


meal each day, and raw corn was distributed to adults by the trainload. 


In the winter of that year, the Kiel Canal and the Baltic Sea ports 
froze over for the first time in many years, and all shipments into Russia 
had to be rerouted to Black Sea ports. To open the way for this shift, 
Charles was ordered in charge, and leaving Saratov, he went to Novorosisk 
on the Black Sea, where Admiral Bristol, U.S.N., sent a destroyer to carry 
him in search of a possible port. Passing through three minefields on the 
way, the port of Feodosia was selected and arrangements completed with 
local authorities for the unlimited use of the port facilities, through 


which, thereafter, supplies poured in a never-ending stream. 
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When the famine winter was over and the A.R.A. was disbanded, 


Charles returned to the United States and after a short period of service 

with Victor Talking Machine Company, devoted himself to civic activities 

at his home, Moorestowmm, New Jersey, and to his hobby of carpentering and 
puilding. | 


He is a Director of Camden and Burlington County Railroad, a member 
of the Union League of Philadelphia, and has been for many years Treasurer 
of Moorestown Public Library. He helped organize the Community Fund and 
was its treasurer for three years.” He had a similar connection with the 
Community Concerts. He maintains a summer home at Seaside Park, New Jersey, 
where, on a "do it yourself" basis, he has transformed a garage into small 


but comfortable bachelor quarters. 


This line continues through the children of Henry S. Gaskill, the 


youngest son of Asa Gaskill. 
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